
Today (August 15) the Church celebrates the Assumption into Heaven of our 
Blessed Mother Mary. Instead my Sunday Homily,  let us reflect on the 
Assumption of Mary into Heaven. Please see today’s readings for greater context.

Carl Olson writes a perfect summary of the importance of the Assumption of Mary 
“Body and Soul” into Heaven.

While some object to the dogma of the Assumption (and the Immaculate 
Conception) because they see it as somehow introducing a competition of sorts 
between Jesus and his Mother, the exact opposite is the case. Jesus’ love for 
Mary, her perfect love for Him, and her faithful obedience to the Father lead to a 
logical and incredible conclusion: “The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a 
singular participation in her Son’s Resurrection, and an anticipation of the 
resurrection of other Christians” (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, 966).

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII declared as dogma the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin. His Apostolic Constitution, Munificentissimus Deus noted the 
connection between the two Marian dogmas (Immaculate Conception and 
Assumption) stating that the two “are most closely bound to one another.”

-Thus, I said to the IOP Women and guests at the Women’s Retreat this past 
Saturday: The Immaculate Conception should lead us to the Assumption.

“In the Immaculate Conception: Mary is given the tools to live out her vocation as 
Mother of God. At the 4th Century Council at Ephesus, Mary was given the title 
(“Theotokos”: Meaning God-Bearer). Thus: In God the Father’s plan: Mary is 
conceived without sin, which naturally leads Jesus to give His mother the gift to 
be bodily assumed into heaven. After all her body should be Immaculate to carry 
God, right?” St. John in his revelation (Last book in the Bible) sees, in “Heaven” 
The woman clothed with the Son with child. Thus, the early church fathers believe 
this woman is indeed Mary, Theotokos: The Mother of God.

And How about this thought from “The Loop from Catholic Vote.” Shows why 
Defending Life is so important in the beginning.

“The Assumption of Mary is where science and theology meet, writes Elizabeth 
Scalia in this 2013 essay. That’s because of a 2012 study involving 
microchimerism, which notes that every child leaves within his mother a 
microscopic amount of himself. Scalia writes: “Christ’s divine body did not 
undergo corruption. It follows that his mother’s body, which forever contained a 
cellular component of the Divinity — and a particle of God is God, entire — would 
not be allowed to corrupt as well, but would be taken into heaven and reunited 
with Christ."

…Holy Mary, Mother of God: Pray for us now, and at the hour of our death. AMEN



Blessings this day: Father. Vic Gournas

To see my Sunday homily you may go to this link:

https://www.facebook.com/IOPCatholicChurchNC/videos/?ref=page_internal

(Homily begins at the 23:45 mark)

https://www.facebook.com/IOPCatholicChurchNC/videos/?ref=page_internal

